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Iron Curtain Breaks 

While our _ political-military 
leadership continues to maintain a 
cold war blockade in the diplomatic 
field, American business men are 
making breaks in the iron curtain. 
While the headlines continue to 
center on the pessimistic side of 
East-West relations, one American 
importing firm quietly announced 
that it was receiving several ship- 
loads of copper from Yugoslavia 
as a part of the new trading policy 
with Tito. The Yugoslavian Gov- 
ernment is expected to establish a 
$15,000,000 credit by these ship- 
ments, — to be used for machinery 
and other essentials. Also the 
Czechoslovakian Government is 
keeping up its payments on indebt- 
edness to the capitalistic world. 
Debts incurred by the former 
Czech Government are being hon- 
ored and payments promptly made 
by the new Communist Govern- 
ment. Bulgaria, also under Com- 
munist control, has made known its 
desire to continue its payments and 
fulfill its indebtedness on loans by 
the British, French and Swiss as 
well as American dollar loans. 
These debts also were obligations 
originating in the pre-Communist 
regimes. The Balkan nation has 
voiced its desire to maintain finan- 
cial relationships with the western 
countries for further financing and 
fulfillment of past and present ob- 
ligations. 

On the West Coast exporters and 
importers say they’re ready to do 
business with the Communist re- 
gime in China. San Francisco, the 
gateway to Asiatic trade, is the 
headquarters for America’s two bil- 
lion dollar yearly business with the 
Orient. Traders and other busi- 
nessmen of San Francisco, accord- 
ing to a United Press survey, do 
not believe that the Communists 
are planning to cut off trade with 
the U. S. They point to the current 
“soft” attitude the Communists are 
taking toward foreigners in con- 
quered North China cities and ex- 


pect trade will actually boom in 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


HANGE: The capitalistic system is as good or as bad as the men 

who operate it. When capitalism fails because it is un-Christian, 
there is nothing to be gained by substituting un-Christian socialism. 
What we need is not something to change the system but something to 
change the men. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 
Wik DRIVE INTENSIFIED: Some months ago as the Editor of 


Between The Lines returned from Europe we forecast (Sept. 20, 
1948) that you would soon be hearing of religious persecution flaring up 
in the Communist dominated areas and that this renewal of religious 
persecution would bring us closer to war than ever before. Unfortunately 
that forecast has been fulfilled and since the trial of Cardinal Mindszenty 
the drive for war has been greatly intensified . . . “Now, while we have 
the A-bomb,” is the whispered, tragic phrase being heard in Washington. 

The mounting war pressure is coming chiefly from the Roman 
Catholic Church and certain top business circles. 

Between The Lines abhors all forms of religious intolerance. We 
would not speak| critically of any man’s spiritual faith or religion. But when 
an ecclesiastical system engages in such political and diplomatic agitation 
and action as would lead to war, that system has descended from the sanc- 
tuary of religion and must accept the same evaluation of its deeds as any 
other worldly force. 

The American people who happen to be Roman Catholies are sin- 
cere Christian people who hate war —- but they have no control over 
their hierarchy. The average American business man also doesn’t want 
war, fears what it will do to his business and his sons, but he also has 
very little control over his “hierarchy.” 

An idea of what the Catholic Church is doing through its many 
inside diplomatic channels can be gained by observing what it dares to 
do openly. Scores of speeches have been made by cardinals, archbishops 
and bishops that contained more inflammatory, high-pitched, hate-in- 
spiring utterances against Russia, with whom we are supposed to be 
seeking peace, than were ever directed against Germany during the time 
we were fighting the Germans! For instances, cried Cardinal Spellman 
(New York Times Feb. 7, 1949), “Are we... the tools and fools for 
which the Communists take us?” “I avow that unless the whole American 
people, without further ostrich-like actions and pretenses, unite to stop 
Communists . . . our sons shall be summoned ... to bear arms : 
ete., ete.” A bishop stormed, “How long, Oh God, how long before thy 
people awake to arise against this flood of viciousness, these murderers, 
these destroyers.’’ Even before Mindszenty was tried, the Pope, in speak- 
ing to the German people, demanded that they be aroused to defend the 
Catholic Church “with the last drop of blood.” 


| pen PLAY AND SUPPRESSION: The press and radio gave full 
play to Catholic efforts to arouse the country to new heights of war 
hysteria, but still suppresses the facts about the Mindszenty case that 
would have tempered that hysteria: (1) That the Cardinal’s arrest and 
trial was fomented by his determined opposition to the Communists’ 
program of turning the enormous land holdings of the Catholic Church 
over to the landless peasants; (2) that the Cardinal had defiantly refused 
to surrender the absolute domination which the Catholic Church had 
traditionally held over all the schools in Hungary (a situation that had 
caused Protestants much suffering); (8) that, after playing up the re- 
ports from Catholic sources that Mindszenty had been drugged, most 

(continued on NEXT page) 


The Better Way 


One of the most important men 
on the American scene today is 
Krie Johnston, leading industrial- 
ist, former president of the U. S. 
Chambers of Commerce and pres- 
ent head of the Motion Picture 
Assn. Mr. Johnston is an out- 
spoken, clear-headed liberal, and 
for that reason he is admired, fear- 
ed and despised (!) all at once by 
leading financial and industrial 
lights of the country. He is the type 
of man who should be in charge of 
American diplomacy today instead of 
the politicians and military cliques 
who are completely hypnotized by 
brass-hatism. 

Mr. Johnston is 
American 


like other 
men. He has 
learned to make a deal, to negotiate 
a satisfactory compromise, which is 
the art of all successful business 
dealing. Mr. Johnston even gets 
along with the Russians! You re- 
member his trip to Russia some 
months ago, — in spite of all the 
foreboding forecasts of failure, he 
eame back with a successful and 
profitable agreement for the release 
of American films in the Soviet. 

In a recent issue of Fortune 
Magazine Mr. Johnston has an 
article that should be read by every 
American business man. He brings 
out forcibly what this information 
service has been saying 
European capitalism for many 
months. Mr. Johnston paints a 
picture of the European business 
leader who he believes accounts 
for most of the social unrest in 
those areas. KBritish business 
brought socialism on itself by 
sticking to the cartel system and 
the Toryism that refused to reform 
the old eeconomie serfdom that held 
the British worker on the poverty 
level. The British capitalists 
squeezed all the profits out of their 
archaic concerns, refusing to plow 
back a fair share into moderniza- 
tion and social improvements in 
the workers’ communities. Selfish- 
ness, a lack of social consciousness 
and political Toryism brought the 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 
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Tron Curtain Breaks 


(continued) 


(‘hina when the Communists have 
been able to institute reforms and 
restore order to China’s badly dis- 
integrated and financial 
attairs. 


business 


Hopes in financial circles of con- 
tinued prosperous relations with 
China substantiated by the 
news leaking out of the East that 
the Soviet has already had trouble 
with Mao Tzu Tung, the Chinese 
Communist 


are 


leader, who is follow- 
ing Tito’s lead as an “independent” 
Communist leader. This bears out 


forecasts made some months 
by this information service that the 
ultimate trends of 


munism would be 


ago 
Chinese com- 
more towards the 
establishment of an independent 
Chinese Socialist State rather than 
the great mass of China becoming 
a mere satellite of Russia. 

the Sov ict 
is also emphasizing 


But even press in 
Moscow the 
importance of inereasing trade be- 


tween the eastern and western na- 


been 
w Duteh-Polish trade 
treaty, and reference is also made 


tions. Announcement has 


made of a 





to the other trade agreements be- 
tween Communist and western 
powers. 

We are still hoping that common 
sense business leadership in Ameri- 
ca, seeing actual breaks in the iron 
curtain beginning to appear, will 
be able to gain some ascendeney 
over the hate-Russia hysteria, fan- 
the fanaticism of the Ro- 
man Catholie hierachy and by the 


ned bv 
military brass-hatism in top layer 
diplomatic circles. 

Communist Rebel: Most people 
get the impression from the news 
that all the 
neck to Stalin and obey the Com- 
munist party edicts, — or suffer 
the direst consequences. But there 
fact 
them, who stand up to Stalin and 
stick by what they believe to be 
truth. A notable instance of this is 
in the case of 
noted 
world-wide; although long a promi- 


Russians either bow 


are Russians, in several of 


Eugene Varga, the 


economist, whose fame is 


nent adviser on economic affairs to 
the Soviet he is 
the leaders be- 
cause of his failure to follow the 
line on 


now in disfavor 


with Communist 


newest party economics. 
Four times he has been publicly 
flayed and dishonored for disagree- 
ing with the Communists, but he 
always manages to come back. No 
doubt his 


world-wide fame as an 


theorist compelled 
respect for him even in inner Com- 
munist circles. His latest difficulty, 
hich still keeps him on the outer 


economic has 


rim of Communist respectability, 


is his insistence that the destrue- 
tion of capitalism is not necessary 
for the suecess of the Communist 
the vast Russian 
ureas of the world. Varga follows 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


experiment in 





X-Bay and Forecast (ominied) 


papers and broadcasters suppressed the statements made to the Associ- 
ated Press (AP Feb. 25, 1949) by the returning Americau Ambassador 
to Hungary, Selden Chapin, tl 


at as far as he had observed there was no 


evidence that the Cardinal had been drugged! To have published these 
true facts in the ease would have 
guilt for their brutal extremes, but it would have greatly diminished 
the drive towards war. 

As the Catholie hierarchy continues to demand that America be 
tacts that 
throw light on the nature of the powerful Roman Catholic inthuence: 
split off from 


in no wise diminished the Communist 


aroused to a “holy war” against Russia, here are some other 


First, historieally, the Eastern Orthodox Catholic Church 
the Roman Catholic Church several centuries ago and ever since that 
frequent Wars agaiust Russia 
when the Vatican found 
vreatly softened all oficial 


ind made the Concordat which had been 


time the Vatican has been involved in 
many before the Communists appeared. Then 
that Hitler was going to attack Russia, they 
Catholic opposition to the Nazis : 
arranged with Ilitler, an instruinent of cooperation on many levels, and 
to this day the Vatican has nerer abrogated nor renounced that Con- 
cordat! The Pope maintained pleasant and cooperative relations with 
Mussolini and his gangsters from the rape of Abyssinia through World 
War II. The church has supported Peron and his undemocratic, oppres 
sive regime in Argentina and has ¢] 
from first to last. In facet it was 
“def 
Spain not so long ago praising Franco 
tian brother.” So it isn’t democracy 


lampioned the unspeakable Franco 
Cardinal Spellman, whose voice has 
who came back from 
friend and Chris- 


recently been loudest in iding our liberties,” 


as my “dearest 
x freedom the hierarehy is inter- 
ested in — for they eould do much for freedom and demoeracy in many 
areas where they are in absolute power but where they have done nothing 
Btween The Lines, Mar. 22, May 10, 
May 24, Sept. 6, Nov. 22, all for 1948, for details on Protestant persecu- 
tion in Spain, Latin America, 


except to perpetuate tyranny. (See 
Italy). 

equally with the Roman Catholies in 
Protestant 


butemost news channels, coward- 


Protestants are suffering 


eastern Europe; in fact there many leaders arrested 


long before Cardinal Mindszenty’s trial, 


were 
ly subservient to organized Catholic pressure, made little mention of it. 
und through the same mill-stones that 
ut consider the slight murmurs in the 
news over the Protestants in contrast to the headlines over Mindszenty! 

The Protestant leaders 


Protestant leaders have been 


er 
were the fate of Mindszenty. I 


( 
» 
> 


screaming for war with Russia. 
1 


Their wounds are just as deep, but they know war will not heal them. 


are not 


They know that war cannot conquer communism. They are begging for 
prayers, for our love and loyalty for us to do all the many things we 
might be doing to curb the evil, demoralizing influence of communism, 
] 


but they are not demanding that several million American boys die to 


assuage the instifutional and material losses of an ecclesiastical system. 
Those few Protestant voiees that are api ¢ the voices of Rome are de- 


nying 400 years of Protestant enlightenment and courage. 


HE RENEWED DRIVE FOR WAR in top business circles centers 

in two areas: (1) the oil, tin. rubber and shipping interests deeply 
involved in Near East and Southeast Asia investment holdings; (2) the 
restoration of big business in Germany by their former industrial and 
financial associates in this country. 

We have frequently pointed out how our top military leadership 
has been tied up with the very financial and industrial groups that are 
involved in the oil, tin and rubber of the Near Rast and Southeastern 
Asia. This tie-up is an open secret in Washington. No one even denies 
it! (See Between The Lines, Jan. 10 and Feb. 21, 1949). 

BUT HERE IS THE SIGNIFICANCE of the German situation. 
Few realize what has been happening in the American military adminis- 
After a great propaganda campaign at 
the end of the war to tell the world how we were going to de-nazify and 





tration of industry in Germany. 


de-cartelize German industry, owr military leadership under the domina- 
tion of powerful industrial groups in the U.S. have quietly scrapped all 
de-cartelization plans, leaving the old cartels fo 


have actually turned the heavy 


the same crowd that 


the most part intact, and 
NS hack 


; “e : : 
ran tt for the Nazis. When one 


idushi iy busine into the hands of 


of the leaders in the 
de-cartelization program, Alexander Sacks, complained openly about this 
reversal of policy which was carried on he was fired! And 
was Gen. Wm. H. 
Draper, who was a long time official in the very Wall St. firm which 
handled the re-financing of the Geiman industry after World War IT and 


In SeMi-secresy, 


note that the man responsible for Mr. Sacks’ discharge 


who on other oceasions was the American banking connection for Nazi 


bankers! Gen. Draper is 
chief of the 


now Under-Seerctary of the Army and formerly 
Economics Division of the Military Government. Many im- 


portant friends of Mr. Sacks, who is himself a prominent New York law- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


fron Curtain Breaks 
(continued) 
the theory that capitalism may be 
as natural a development for the 
western world as communism has 
been a natural evolution for those 
tyranny-ridden areas of Europe 
and Asia, where the only way to 
break the chains of historic 
pression was by the violence of the 
Communist revolution. Many now, 


op- 


who are familiar with the present 
Russian situation, are hoping that 
the sclentists, 
and artists who have been 
their former line of 
the latest 
Communist line will be encouraged 


some of musicians 
torced 
to denounce 
achievement and toe 
by Varga’s bravery and join him 
in an effort to curb the extremists 
in the Communist party. 


The Better Way 


(continued) 
Labor Government into power. The 
French industrialists are parallel 
to the British in most respects, ac- 
cording to Mr. Johnston. Exeept 





ilk one way they are worse, 
won't 


- they 
“It’s an 


France that an increase 


even pay taxes! 
axiom in 
of 10 per cent in tax rates increases 
tax evasion by 20 per cent and cuts 
the Government’s income by 5 per 
cent,” reports Mr. Johnston. The 
Italian industrialists 


nopolistice and artful 


are as mo- 
in dodging 
taxes as the French. They also have 
no seeming awareness of the social 
the world, 
maintain castles and estates in city 


revolutions sweeping 
and country while demanding that 
the workers be kept on a poverty 
level. The Italian industrialists 
protest against socialization but 
are willing to sell out to the Govy- 
ernment which in turn in order to 
keep their support lets them keep 
their leadership in the corporations, 
fix their own salaries and continue 
to run the show to the detriment 
of the 
hopes. Mr. Johnston frankly says 
that the 


Government’s progressive 


American business 


man 
would probably indulge in the 
same practices as his European 


brother if it weren’t for the great- 
er awareness on the part of our 
people, expressed in the system of 
laws that preveut these abuses and 
promote social this 
Mr. declares 
that this progressive wide-spread 


progress in 
country. Johnston 
consciousness in America of the 
importance of sharing is the great- 
est defense we have against the 
this 


country. As long as that endures he 


spreading of communism in 


doesn’t think we'll have socialism. 
Although he insists we must go still 
further in regarding the worker as 
a human being instead of just a 
the payroll. Every 
Christian layman will be interested 
to know that Mr. Johnston is him- 
-elf a distinguished and devout 
Christian layman, which explains 
much of his attitude towards busi- 
ness interests. 


numbe a on 





The Moving Spotlight 

Italian Socialism: The average 
Aimerican has the impression that 
since the Communists were defeat- 
ed in the Italian eleetion last 
spring that the capitalistic system 
has been thoroughly re-established 
in Italy. The news ban here on 
“socialistic” progress in European 
countries has kept us from learn- 
ing that Italy has been socializing 
their big industries almost as fast 
as Kneland. At present the Italian 
State, im addition to having a 
monopoly on telegraphs, commuini- 
cations, natches, tobacco, salt, sev- 
eral drugs and other comunodities, 

also controls almost all the coal, 
light and power, ship building and 
chemical industries. So in spite of 
the Communist defeat, Italy ranks 
very strongly with the new social- 
istic governments of Europe. 


From Italy: John Gunther 
writes of the many good Catholics 
who have become Communists and 
respected members of the Italian 
left-wing party. Mr. Gunther ex- 
plains that these Communists. re- 
main good Catholics, believing 
that the Chureh should have 
nothing to do with polities or eco- 
nomics and that it should stick to 
religion, thus they insist they are 
still good Catholics and do go to 
echureh, but are promoting the 
Communist party as the only sal- 
vation for the dispossessed masses 
of Italy. Mr. Gunther states that as 
far as he could learn the Vatican 
maintained pertectly correct. rela- 
tions with the individual Commu- 
nists and he could find no instance 
of an important Italian Commu- 
nist being excommunicated by the 
Church. He reealled that officials 
of the Vatican gave refuge to Com- 
munist leaders during the Nazi oc- 
cupation and that when Togliatti 

ax shot last summer leading 
churchmen were among the first to 
send messages deploring the at- 
tempted assassination. 


As the editor of Between The 
Lines reported from Rome last 
summer, the Communists are still 
a formidable power in Italy and by 
no means have lost their influence 
on Italy’s future. If unemployment 
should keep on growing in Italy, 
communism is still considered a 
likelihood. 


The world may vet behold the 
unexpected plight of the Vatiean 
maintaining itself in a Communist 
There are those who be- 
lieve that peaes may come in that 
strange way. If cconomic reforms 
long overdue throughout central 
and western Europe do not come 


country : 


and if some of the present Social- 
ist regimes go further to the left 
and mild forms of communism 
should be set up, the Church might 
follow its historic traditional pat- 
tern of accepting the status quo 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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The greatest power at the conferences for peace or war 
has not been one great nation or another, but the silent, brood- 
ing power of the conscience of mankind. Statesmen know that 
this spiritual force has been there and have secretly feared it 
more than any other power. They realize that all their clever- 
ness becomes empty and futile before it and that history is 
written with the final judgment of this force a dominant factor. 
Brutal measures of power politics have given ground before it 
and would have given greater concessions to it—-and more 
often — if men did not so often act in impatience and anger 
before God has had a chance to work through these forces 
in which His power is manifest. Let no man say that the 
spiritual realities are not felt in the world. The spiritual forces 
are not the loudest, — but they are persistant — and they are final. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 

yer, have rallied to his defense, and Wendell Berge, former anti-trust 
official of the Department of Justice, has taken Mr. Sacks’ ease as council 
to appear before the Army Department. But big brass and big business 
have both been doing their utmost to squash the whole thing and keep 
it from the public, for behind this fracas is the whole story of how our 
inilitary leaders, and some elements of big business, are dominating our 
foreign policy and, in so doing, are intensifying the drive towards war. 
For what these large business groups are after is to restore quick- 
ly the great steel and iron industries of Germany so that they may be 
used to help arm the western European nations against Russia. The 
German automobile and machine factories, like our own, can be con- 
verted to tank and plane production over night, and the great electrical 
works ean make all manner of strategic military equipment. To give 
you a sampling of how American big business friends of German big 
business have been maintaining their long standing associations for their 
mutual interests, — Scripps Howard columnist Thomas Stokes has 
pointed to some of the leading American industrial representatives that 
have served on the recent American commission. for study of the repara- 
tions, which was a key body in determining the fate of German indus- 
try: “The chairman is George Humphrey, president, Mark Hanna Co, of 
Cleveland, which has connections with the heavy steel and machine tool 
industry in the United States. The other members are Charles E. Wil- 
son, president, General Motors, which owned the Opel auto works in 
Germany; John L. MeCaffrey, president, International Harvester, which 
also has a large subsidiary in Germany; G. A. Price, vice president, 
Westinghouse Electric, which had tie-ups with German concerns; and 
Frederick V. Geier, director of Proctor & Gamble. . 

German and European connections. 
Of course, any high school student can see how the restoring of 
the German armament industry ties in significantly with the much pub- 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 
and skilfully making the best of it. 
America would have to deal with 
that situation with the same prac- 
tical attitude we are now compelled 
to hold toward China. 

ERP Betrayed: We have report- 
ed repeatedly how powerful busi- 
uess interests in this country have 
been using the Marshall Plan and 
other American relief projects to 
aid the restoration of property and 
position of the old feudalistie re- 
actionary regimes of Europe who 
were responsible for the rise otf 
Hitlerism and fascism. A factual 
and shocking case of this has been 
recently brought to light by news 
man Joseph Alsop, who reports 
from Rome that unless a land re- 
form is instituted throughout Italy 
the rising threat of communism 
will increase. Mr. Alsop charges 
that the American ERP Chief Zel- 
lerbach, administrating Marshall 
dollars in Italy, has been obstruct- 
ing the proposed land reforms 
which the Italian Government it- 
self has regarded as essential. Of 
course the big land owners, who are 
in turn the big industrialists of 
Italy and who backed and financed 
Mussolini, are delighted to have 
the support of our Marshall Plan 
representative in Italy. But this is 
a staggering blow to those middle- 
ground democratic forces of Italy 
which have been trying to stem the 
tides of communism by moderate 
and reasonable reforms. There is 
also a religious tie-up to this be- 
cause the land owners and indus- 
trialists are for the most part high- 
ranking noblemen in the Catholic 
Church. 


Comic Capitalism: Will the 
better elements of American capi- 





talism find some way to crack down 
on the worst elements of our capi- 
talism as practiced in the comic 
publication business? At a recent 
conterence of the mayors of the 
cities of the U. S., held in Wash- 
ington, D. C., the astounding fact 
was revealed that only forty per 
cent of the 35 comic magazine pub- 
lishers have shown willingness to 
cooperate with the demands of ju- 
venile police and civie authorities 
for a clean-up of the comic maga- 
zines that have been so loaded with 
pictures of crimes, sadism, vul- 
garity, sex, obscene language and 
obscene dramatics. The conference 
heard that there are 35 companies 
publishing 300 comie magazines 
annually with sales of 720,000,000 
copies, yielding a gross return of 
$72,000,000. That’s big business 
and so far has proved to be rotten 
business. Here is a small and in- 
tense example of the way fine re- 
warding elements of free enterprise 
are being destroyed by those whose 
greed knows no moral or spiritual 
restraints. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

Labor Shift: As the cost of liv- 
ing falls, the big labor unions are 
shifting their demands from wage 
inereases to social gains, such as 
or health coverages 
and other security protections. The 
“fourth round” post-war wage de- 


pens 10ns ‘ life 


mands which the big unions have 


been for their spring 
will center upon these long- 
range objectives, a trend that was 
inaugurated and earried out with 
remarkable John L. 


Lewis and his mine workers. 


preparing 


drive 


Success by 


Profit-sharing for employees is 
America’s best defense against 
communism, stated a leading in- 
dustrialist recently speaking before 
other executives. H. C. 
Nicholas, president of the Council 
of Profit-Sharing Industries, at the 
Couneil’s first annual meeting de- 
clared that profit-sharing would re- 


business 


vitalize the free enterprise system, 
and that businesses that invest in 
find that it 
inereased worker ef- 
ficiency. This Council is composed 


profit-sharing pays 


dividends in 


of corporations and companies that 


have active profit-sharing plans, 
more than 200 of whom were rep- 
resented at the conference. Other 
William Wal- 
of Sears Roebuck in Chicago 
that 


with 


executives such ‘as 
lace 


J years Of ex- 


stated after 32 


perience profit-sharing he 
“could not see how any company 
could afford to be without such a 
plan.’ Warnings were voiced, kow- 
ever, that profit-sharing is not a sub- 
stitute for good wages, paid vaca- 
tions, sick allowances and other em- 
ployee benefits, which must be con- 
sidered the 
dustrial scene. “Harmony between 

and and 
profitable production” 
claim made for 
profit-sharing by corporation heads. 


basie in modern in- 


management employees 
high-grade 
was the general 
What we wonder is why this sig- 
and hopeful 
emanating such im- 

business sources, was not 
more and 


nificant extremely 


news, from 
portant 
given space in press 
radio. 

Feather Bedding: You've prob- 
ably seen those big newspaper ads 
put out by the Association of 
American Railroads, denouncing 
the Railroad Brotherhoods for their 
demand that there be an extra en- 
gineer and fireman in the cabins of 
the diesel locomotives. The railroad 
ut has characterized this 
“feather bedding.” But 
the Brotherhood of Engineers and 
Firemen has pointed to severe ac 
eidents with loss of life 


manageme 
proposal as 


and great 
damage to property because a train 
speeding a hundred miles an hour 
had just one man at the control of 
the throttles, for the fireman has 
to spend most of his time checking 
the nearly seventy-five yards of 
roaring diesel machinery that 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


licized American-sponsored Atlantic Pact which has as its main purpose 
the re-arming of the western European nations against Russia. 


ATE OF FINLAND: The crux of the Atlantic Pact is not only a 
plan whereby the U. S. may engineer the re-armament of western 
Europe, but also as a means whereby the U. may 
Scandinavia. As this is being written, there is an immense amount of 
tension in European ecapitals and in Washington over this issue, For if 
! aud our 
Army and Navy begin quietly to establish air bases in northern Norway 
(which they certainly plan to do and as they have done throughout the 
eastern Mediterranean pressing upon Russia’s southern borders), — there 
is great fear that Russia will likely march the Red army over little Fin 
land and wall up the eastern boundries of Norway. If that happens the 
slightest spark will bring war. 


. } 
secuie dtr vases 7 


Norway actually permits the new pact to become fully etfecti 


The great tragedy is that this little Protestant, demoeratic Finland 
has thus far been able to keep at bay the powerful Communist movement 
which surrounds them! Unlike the central and southern European coun- 
tries controlled by the old aristocracies linked with the spiritual tyran- 
nies of political-ecclesiastical church rule, — Finland long ago became 
a middle-ground democratit nation, where there is no great poverty and 
no great wealth. Because the Finnish people have known the meaning of 
Christian sharing, communism has not been able to get a serious foot- 
hold. And although formerly a Russian possession, and pushed tightly 
against the Soviet border, with amazing heroism and skill, Finland has 
been able to keep its independence through two dreadful wars. Vow 
American military aggression in the name of defending our shores — 
FOUR THOUSAND MILES AWAY —is on the verge of precipitating 
a military crisis that hy any system of strategy taught in any mili- 
tary school, including West Point — will force Russia by military neces- 
sity to overrun Finland first, just as we would certainly secure ourselves 
in Mexico if the Russians were in Cuba and the Caribbean. 

If Finland is overrun, democratie anti-Communist Sweden will be 
caught between the two juggernauts — American militarism and Com- 
munist revolutionism. 


(ors RECORDS: The significant ease of the American oil execu- 


tive who turned against his big Wall St. bosses and revealed the 
whole story of how the giant American oil corporations filched the 
American tax-payers of millions of dollars is now a matter of Federal 
Court record, though the whole story is still being suppressed or ignored 
in most news releases. When King Ibn Saud demanded the payments 
of huge sums of money to keep the oil leases alive in Saudi Arabia dur- 
ing the war, the oil corporations appointed James A. Moffett, one of their 
own top executives, to the task of getting the U. S. Government to put 
up the cash. To keep the deal from reaching the public ear, the oil 
dollar-a-year men in the State Department, and apparently with the full 
knowledge of President Roosevelt, arranged to have the money paid to 
King Ibn Saud through British lend-lease funds. Moffett was to receive 
a special payment for this service which the oil companies failed to ful- 
fill, hence he went to the courts. Congress started a hearing a few months 
ago, Which was generally suppressed, (See Between The Lines, Aug. 16, 
1948), and finally Moffett sued the oil corporations in the New York 
Federal Courts. After thorough and exhaustive hearings, the court recent- 
lv awarded him a payment of $1,150,000! (For more details, see the 
N. Y. Times or the N. Y. Herald Tribune between Feb. 1 and 16, 1949). 

Mr. Moffett also revealed how the oil companies, after pilfering 
the public treasury of millions to secure their leases, over-charged our 
Navy millious more in selling the Near East oil to our fleets — charges 
far in excess of prices secured from the British Navy for the same oil. 
A congressional committee has also shown that the oil corporations have 
organized foreign subsidiaries to keep their profits abroad — out of reach 
of the American tax laws. 

These are the circumstances and these are the kinds of dealings 
that are associated with our Near East investments where the Army and 
Navy with billions in American arms has been brought in to “stop Rus- 
sia and protect American property.” What is more, as indicated in an- 


other column, the top men in our defense system have hee n long-time of- 


ficials of the very Wall St. groups which have directed much of the financ- 


ing of the American oil corporations’ foreign ventures. It is this situa- 
tion that makes Russian propagaiuda about “American imperialism” so 
effective with the rest of the peoples of the world. Our Government could 
greatly diminish the effectiveness of Communist propaganda by correct- 
ing this situation. Or is it possible to separate large business interests 
from militarism? We are beginning to wonder. But this we know, that the 
blindness of some capitalists is undermining the security of capitalism. 


The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

drives the train so swiftly through 
storm and darkness. With no extra 
help in the cab, even a sneeze or 
some other sudden interruption in 
the engineer’s efficiency can bring 
a dreadful disaster. The Brother- 
hood is asking for one or two extra 
men to be on hand to provide for 
a closer surveillance of the operat- 
ing machinery and road condition 
and for inevi 
table in high-speed transportation. 
but the case presented by the Bro- 
therhood has not reached the pub- 
lic in any way comparable to the 
wide-spread advertising by railroad 
management. 


moments ot crisis 





Educational Freedom: Gen. 
Kisenhower, as president of Colum- 
bia University, is rendering a val- 
uable service to the cause of edu- 
cational freedom by his recent in- 
that American 
the right to discuss 
tirmly and freely in 
their classes. In a letter to the Co- 
lumbia alumni he condemns the de- 


sistence teachers 


must have 


communism 


mand for maintaining ignorance of 
aud 


police-state 


communism fascism or 


other 


any 
philosophy. As 
every educator knows, many busi- 
who 
discuss Communism in their classes 


ness leaders think educators 
are “purveyors of dangerous doec- 
Said 


“Columbia 


Kisenhower, 
intends to 
listen to all ideas, including those 


trines.” Gen. 


University 


hostile to our own, but we also in- 
tend to devote ourselves to the task 
of making sure that our students 
understand America.” 

Prophet In Uniform: Gen. 
Omar Bradley, Chief of Staff of 
the U. S. Army, while remaining 
the usual military tradi- 
tions, is rendering a distinguished 
service to this country for his out- 
spoken frankness on many issues. 


true to 


Sometime ago we quoted his state- 
ment that those who advocated a 
war against Russia in order to se- 
cure a quick vietory with atomie 
(Between The 
19ts8). We hope 
many of our readers saw his recent 
article in Collier’s Magazine warn- 
ing the American people that we 
can lose our struggle against com- 
munism and stateism by delinquent 
citizenship at home, in the school, 
the church and the community. 
While naturally endorsing the poli- 
ey that America must keep strong 
in armaments, he lashed at post- 
war apathy and the lack of indi- 
vidual responsibility in moral and 
spiritual matters .. 


power were “fools.” 
Nov. 22, 


Lines, 


. and at people 
“who are 100 per cent Americans 
in their daily protestations and 10 
per cent citizens in their daily rou- 
tine of neglect.” Gen. Bradley has 
a balanced judgment between the 
power of physieal and_ spiritual 
forces of life, a quality that is so 
tragically missing in most military 
minds, 








